
Reaching into the Past

One of the Law Library’s oldest 
and largest printed books, this 
copy of the Decretum was 
printed in 1471 (a mere sixteen 
years after the Gutenberg Bible 
was printed). The Decretum 
is considered one of the most 
important books about canon 
law. Originally authored by a 
jurist named Gratian in the 
1100s, the book is a teaching 
text; Gratian’s original text is 
surrounded by later gloss by 
teachers and commentators. 
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		  All that mankind has done, thought, gained, or been:  
it is lying as in magic preservation in the pages of books.	  
		         						      Thomas Carlyle







“Ensuring access is paramount for future generations 

  of researchers and for the intellectual life of the School,” says Kauffman. 




