
a letter from the dean

Dear Friends:
As you have heard, I have concluded my term as Dean, and President Levin has named my friend and 
colleague Robert Post ’77 to be the 16th Dean of Yale Law School. President Obama nominated me to 
serve Secretary of State Clinton as The Legal Adviser of the State Department, and I received Senate 
confirmation in June. I have taken a leave of absence from my professorship and will return to teach 
once my public service leave is over.  

Leaving home is never easy. There is no institution I love more than the Yale Law School. I have 
had the privilege of teaching here since 1985, and serving as your Dean since 2004. In the past few 
months, events have moved so quickly that I have barely had time to answer emails, much less 
count my blessings. But to me, this much seems clear: over these past five years, no dean could have 
been luckier: in my remarkable faculty colleagues; in the spectacular students who have taught me 
so much; and in the loyal alumni who have supported me so generously. Let me take this chance to 
give special thanks to our dedicated staff—particularly my fellow deans and colleagues in the 
Dean’s Office—who have shared my love for this place; and President Levin, for giving me the rare 
opportunity to serve at this great university under his inspired leadership. I am especially grateful to 
my dear friend and colleague, the wonderful Professor Kate Stith, who selflessly gave up her sabbat-
ical to serve as Acting Dean, to give me the time I needed to prepare for my new job. 

In the last five years, we have accomplished a lot together, with much work still to do.  
We have maintained a student body and faculty that is second to none, preserved our preeminence, 
and started a process of renewal that has brought us new resources, ideas, and ambitions. So why 
leave Yale for Washington? From my first day as Dean, I have spoken of Yale Law School’s abiding 
commitments to public service, globalization, and the profession. I have urged my students  
to live their lives as lawyers by using their passion and training to build a better world. President 
Obama and Secretary Clinton have offered me an opportunity to live those commitments myself.  
I could not miss the chance to join their effort to help our country live up to its own best standards 
and principles.   

Since my nomination, I have received the kindest words of support and friendship from so many 
of you. You have expressed your friendship in so many touching ways. Your outpouring of warmth 
has only confirmed my view that there is no place like this place, and that no community is more 
remarkable or more able to change this world for the better. This community runs on humanity, 
talent, but most of all, on spirit. As one friend put it, the graduates of our school “have both extraor-
dinary abilities, and extraordinary responsibilities.” On reflection, “the entire Yale Law School enter-
prise is a bumblebee that can't possibly fly; but it flies nonetheless only because of collective faith 
we all have in it.”

Please keep that faith. Although I will miss you, I plan to see many of you in Washington or New 
Haven. As you know, New Haven has been my home since 1961, and my family, friends, and roots are 
all here. I ask of you only one last favor: that you give the same unstinting support to my successor, 
Professor Robert Post. Robert will make a superb Dean. He is a gifted teacher, a hugely insightful 
scholar of First Amendment law, and a leading thinker about constitutionalism at home and abroad 
in the 21st Century. He loves Yale Law School and is deeply committed to its unique values. We are 
all so lucky that he is prepared to take this on. 

On the morning I was nominated, I wrote to Lou Pollak, Harry Wellington, Guido Calabresi, and 
Tony Kronman to say: “You four are the only ones who really know how I feel right now. … How lucky 
we have been to have been given the trust of our School. How lucky I have been to follow in your 
footsteps.” As my days count down, I marvel at how blessed I have been to have served as Yale Law 
School’s 15th Dean. Whatever the future may bring, that will always be a source of the deepest 
inspiration and pride. 

     With heartfelt thanks always, 

Harold Hongju Koh
Dean, Yale Law School


