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Year after year, the changing population of the Law School  
community brings evolution to the way the Law School thinks  
about space. While much has changed—and will continue  
to change—in the Sterling Law Building, the Law School continues  
to provide a learning environment in which dialogue flourishes,  
ideas come to life, and collegiality grows into lifelong networks of 
friendship and intellectual partnership.
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space, light, height
When students requested space in the library to work in 
groups, a portion of the Lower East Side was turned into an 
area inviting collaboration and group activities—with mobile 
tables, a whiteboard, wireless Internet, and a multifunction 
printer/scanner. Similarly, new student-spurred offerings and 
services include variable-height tabletop workstations, full-
spectrum "happy lights" for study carrels lacking natural light, 
and charging stations for recharging cell phones and tablets.

in plain sight
“While we have a larger print collection than most other  
academic law libraries, the total square footage is relatively 
small,” said Law Librarian Blair Kauffman. “Shelf space is at  
a premium, especially in the main reading room. Some years 
ago we removed materials such as print reporters and codes 
from the reading room, since our patrons use them exclusively 
online, and populated the shelves instead with frequently 
used monographs and treatises forming the basis of legal 
thought: students might look up from their carrels and see 
books on legal history and theory. They also will find a nook 
with all the hornbooks and study guides supporting their 
basic courses, just around the corner from a large collection of 
law-related DVDs and popular books.”

The Lillian Goldman Library is constantly 
rethinking and often redesigning its space to meet the chang-
ing needs of the Law School’s students and faculty. Perhaps 
counter-intuitively, born-digital students are heavier library 
users than earlier generations of Yale law students. Feedback 
from student focus groups and a student library advisory 
council help keep the library in touch with evolving student 
preferences.

Since its completion in 1931, the Sterling Law Building has been the 

hub of student life at the Law School, with the University and the city of New Haven 

forming larger circles of community and resources. As the city and the University have 

grown and evolved over time, so too has the life of the Law School inside—and beyond—

the walls of Sterling Law Building. 

At the time when the Sterling Law Building was completed, YLS housed one stu-

dent journal and one student organization. The Law School is now home to nine stu-

dent journals and supports fifty-five student organizations. Over the last fifty years, 

the number of faculty has grown by 36 percent (plus additional adjuncts, fel-

lows, and visiting lecturers); the number of classes has grown by 56 percent. 

There are now approximately two dozen clinics and experiential learning 

opportunities, along with a number of specialized centers and programs.

In the fall of 2011, the Law School ended its tenure as the last of the 

leading law schools in the country to have maintained its original foot-

print when it expanded into the neighboring facilities at 40 Ashmun 

Street. 

Driven by the need to maintain core strengths, the caliber and diver-

sity of its students, and preeminence among law schools, the Law School 

has continuously evolved in response to the needs of successive generations 

of students. Services that did not exist in previous eras are now assumed as 

standard for American law schools, such as offices of financial aid and career 

development. These offices require new or reconfigured spaces, as do academic cen-

ters, clinical offices, and student journals and organizations. The recent renovation 

of the office of student affairs , as well as the new seminar and lounge suite for grad-

uate programs (see pages 42–43) are two examples of this ongoing process. 

Now, with the recent leadership gift commitment by Christina and Robert C. 

Baker ’56 ba, ’59 llb (see page 48), the Law School is back on track to re-establish resi-

dential living just steps from the Sterling Law Building. In the meantime, the Law 

School remains a vibrant hive of activity—at all hours of the day, inside the Sterling 

Law Building, and throughout the University and the city of New Haven. 

 

A Law Library for  
the New Generation
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According to the late Professor Emeritus 
Charles Elias Clark '47, when the Sterling Law Building opened in 
1931, there was one thing missing: food. "There was no dining 
room at the Law School then," he said in a 1997 interview. The 
students initially ate in town or at Corby Court on Wall Street 
and Temple, until the Law School opened its dining hall in the 
late 1940s.

morning, noon, and night
Today the dining hall is one of the busiest places in the Sterling 
Law Building: the place for morning coffee while reading cases, 
lunches with faculty, and the site of a wide array of evening 
events—from public interest career fairs to beer tastings. 

Recently the serving area of the dining hall underwent a 
complete renovation to better meet the needs of the Law 
School community, with input from focus groups of students, 
faculty, and staff. Custom iron, tile, and wood detailing hand-
somely echoes the Sterling Law Building's other spaces, and an 
array of mechanical upgrades allow for more custom-cooked 
meals that can accommodate individual tastes or dietary 
restrictions. 

"These renovations are allowing us to be more service-ori-
ented, more responsive to the needs of the community," 
explains Jim Barnett, manager of the dining hall. “And with our 
full range of Peet's coffee and espresso drinks, we're able to 
create a coffee house atmosphere inside the dining hall, where 
people can come together." 

The Law School  
Dining Hall

Today the dining hall is one of the  
 busiest places in the Sterling Law Building,  
  and the site of a wide array of events     
   throughout the day—from public interest  
    career fairs to beer tastings.
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The Graduate  
Program Community 

Camillo Di Donato ’13 llm (left) and  
Guilherme Recena-Costa ’13 llm

The six-person Student Affairs team  
has a new home on the mezzanine level of Ruttenberg Hall, 
conveniently located just above the career development 
office. The team, under the direction of Associate Dean 
Kathleen Overly, helps students make the most of their time 
at the Law School by guiding their legal education from ori-
entation to graduation—providing personal and academic 
advising, supporting student groups and journals, promoting 
student life and community-building activities, and acting  
as the primary resource for students who are seeking to find  
balance in their law school experience.

“I am incredibly impressed by the sense of community 
that exists among our students, said Dean Overly. 
“Throughout their time at YLS the students are building last-
ing relationships—whether they are having coffee with a 
friend in the dining hall, discussing points of law in class, rep-
resenting a client in a clinic, or sharing a pizza at BAR—they 
lean on each other, encourage each other, and challenge each 
other in truly remarkable ways.”

The Law School’s graduate programs 
are enjoying an expanded and reinvigorated intellectual 
community, with the inaugural class of phd students 
joining the candidates for the jsd, llm, and msl, as  
well as new physical spaces for seminars and group  
collaboration. 

The School’s new phd program offers young scholars 
an opportunity to contribute to the development of law 
as an academic field—and provides an alternate path 
into law teaching alongside existing routes such as fel-
lowships, advanced degrees in cognate fields, and tran-
sitioning directly from practice or clerkships. This past 
fall, five young scholars began three years of supervised 
study, teaching, and writing at the Law School.

a plethora of programs
The programming, events, and activities organized by the 
office of student affairs address the full spectrum of student 
life: academic pursuits, emotional and physical wellness, 
social and professional opportunities, and insider information 
about how to best seize the three short years at YLS. 

room for discovery
In addition, recently renovated space in L Entryway pro-
vides a dedicated graduate seminar room and a lounge, 
which help bring together the full graduate community 
of phd, jsd, llm, and msl candidates for small seminars, 
study groups, conversation, coffee, and social events. 

“A hallmark of a great graduate program is one where 
the students learn from each other as well as from their 
classes and independent research,” said Assistant Dean 
for Graduate Programs Gordon Silverstein, adding that 
“this terrific new space makes that possible, and has 
been warmly embraced by the graduate students.” Y

A New Home  
for Student Affairs

If you want to learn about great work happening in New Haven or at 
Yale Law School, talk to Jennifer McTiernan ’15. In 2004, McTiernan 
(Yale College ’99) co-founded CitySeed, a New Haven nonprofit 
whose mission is to “engage the community in growing an 
equitable, local food system that promotes economic development, 
community development, and sustainable agriculture.” For five 
years, McTiernan served as CitySeed's executive director—working 
with city and state governments to improve the quality of life in 
New Haven, including the presence of organic farmers’ markets 
throughout the city's diverse neighborhoods.

McTiernan eventually stepped down as CitySeed’s executive 
director in 2009 to spend more time with her children and serve as a 
nonprofit consultant. But while still leading CitySeed, McTiernan 
experienced the benefits of being a client of the faculty-supervised 
and student-run Community and Economic Development clinic, one 
of the Law School’s many clinics offering powerful experiential 
learning opportunities.

Now, as a 2L, McTiernan is experiencing clinic work from the 
other side of the desk, as a member of the Veterans Legal Services 
Clinic at Yale Law School (see page 8). 

“CitySeed exposed me to the power inherent in community-
based, grassroots efforts,” says McTiernan. “That experience led me 
to the Veterans Legal Services Clinic, which advances the interests of 
a population historically underserved by legal aid. In the clinic, I’m 
learning how to combine legal tools with broader advocacy efforts, 
such as media and legislative advocacy. So far, I’ve helped to litigate 
a proposed nation-wide class action suit for Vietnam veterans with 
PTSD and conducted successful negotiations with the Department 
of Justice to honor the service of one disabled veteran who had been 
fighting for recognition for more than forty years. And at the very 
end of the term, my student partners and I were invited to join 
clients in taping a segment for the Daily Show with Jon Stewart, 
concerning Vietnam veterans with ‘bad paper.’ My work with the 
vets clinic has been, in a word, amazing.”

students in the community 

Jennifer McTiernan ’15

(left) This fall, the Law School 
welcomed its first candi-

dates for the new phd in 
Law; (below) Organized 
by the office of student 
affairs, the popular 
Yale Law School 
Hoedown brought 

square dancing and 
sashaying to the court-

yard in October.
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